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Leisure & Recreation Committee

Report: Tiny Forest Report
Date: 2™ July 2026
Report Author: Andrew Briggs — Head of Operations

1. Purpose of Report

To update the Committee on the progress of the St Mark’s Park Tiny Forest following
its planting in January 2026, and to inform Members of the proposed Earthwatch
Tiny Forest Discovery Day planned for summer 2026.

2. Background

The St Mark’s Park Tiny Forest was planted in January 2026 as part of the
Earthwatch Nature in Cities programme, delivered in partnership with Earthwatch
Europe, Admiral and Central Swindon North Parish Council.
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The planting event took place at St Mark’s Park, behind Swindon North End Bowls
Club, and was promoted as a free community event for children and adults, with tree
planting, science activities, community building and family engagement.

The Tiny Forest contains approximately 600 trees and shrubs, planted using the
Miyawaki method. The site includes 16 native tree and shrub species, including
Alder, Aspen, Beech, Bird Cherry, Dogwood, English Oak, Hawthorn, Hazel, Holly,
Hornbeam, Rowan, Silver Birch and Sweet Chestnut.
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3. Current Site Update

The Tiny Forest is establishing well. Recent site visits show good early growth
across the planted area, with the protective fencing remaining in place and the
interpretation board has now been installed.

As expected during the early establishment period, some weed growth is present
across the site. This will need to be managed ahead of the proposed Discovery Day
to ensure the forest is presentable, accessible and suitable for the planned public
and school engagement activities.

The interpretation board encourages the community to enter and enjoy the space
and promotes ongoing involvement through Earthwatch’s Tree Keeper programme.
Tree Keepers help care for the Tiny Forest through activities such as weeding,
watering, mulching and litter picking.

4. Proposed Tiny Forest Discovery Day

Earthwatch have now confirmed the proposed structure for the St Mark’s Park Tiny
Forest Discovery Day, which is expected to take place on Tuesday 14" July 2026.

The day will be split between school engagement sessions in the morning and an
open community session in the afternoon.

Proposed Programme
Morning session: 09:30 — 12:30

Earthwatch are proposing school-focused sessions with the local schools involved in
the original planting:

« Ferndale School
A one-hour session, currently assuming approximately 12 students.

e St Mary’s School
A one to two-hour session, depending on the number of students attending.
This could be delivered as either one longer session or two separate one-hour
sessions for different classes or year groups.

Afternoon session: 13:00 — 16:00

The afternoon will be an open community session, allowing residents and wider
community members to visit the Tiny Forest, take part in activities and learn more
about the site.

The Council will coordinate with Earthwatch on the afternoon arrangements,
including promotion, site access and any operational requirements.

The Discovery Day will be led by Earthwatch and will include citizen science
activities to monitor the progress of the Tiny Forest, while engaging schools and
residents with biodiversity and nature study. The Earthwatch information provided
explains the wider purpose of Tiny Forests, including their role in supporting



AG LR-2026.18ii

biodiversity, creating habitats, storing carbon, improving nature connection, helping
reduce flooding, and supporting cooling in urban areas through shade and
evapotranspiration.

Once final details are agreed, Earthwatch will lead on event promotion and outreach,
with the Council supporting through its usual communication channels.

5. Additional Volunteer Session

The Council also has a planned volunteer session with the Economic and Social
Research Council (ESRC) on 15t July 2026.

This provides a useful opportunity to support the continued establishment of the Tiny
Forest immediately after the Discovery Day. Subject to confirmation of the volunteer
session arrangements, work could include further weeding, tidying, mulching, litter
picking or other light maintenance activities agreed with Earthwatch.

6. Recommendation
The Committee is asked to:

a) Note the update on the St Mark’s Park Tiny Forest;

b) Note the confirmed Discovery Day structure for Tuesday 14" July 2026, including
school sessions during the morning and an open community session in the
afternoon;

c) Support the Council assisting with reasonable pre-event weeding and site
preparation;

d) Note the planned ESRC volunteer session on 15t July 2026; and

e) Agree that the Council supports promotion of the open community session once
final promotional material is provided by Earthwatch.



